OPEN LETTER TO AL GORE

March 17, 2010

Dear Mr. Gore,

We would like to call your attention to a delicate matter where your friendship with Steve Jobs could achieve a lasting environmental and public good. 

The matter involves Mr. Jobs’ desire to tear down the 17,250 sq. ft. mansion he owns in Woodside, California. Courts have accepted that the Jackling House is historic under two criteria : architectural significance and relation to important individuals, under the California Environmental Quality Act. *

Legal efforts to prevent its demolition have been supported by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the California Preservation Foundation, and by historians and preservationists in the US and in Europe. Residents in the town of Woodside began objecting as of 2002 to the destruction of such heritage, especially given other options open to the owner.  

There are compelling environmental reasons for NOT demolishing this building, and your friend has been presented with a viable alternative.

This alternative would achieve what Mr. Jobs wants, namely to disencumber his property, but without dumping voluminous 1920s heritage and construction material into landfill.

The proposal, to relocate the house to a 5-acre property within the Town, owned by a young family, was submitted to him in late February.

Relocating the house was Mr. Jobs’ idea to begin with. It is a compromise accepted by pragmatic preservationists.  

The couple has committed to post a performance bond, and to adhere to Secretary of the Interior standards in restoring the house. The couple will allow open house tours in coordination with the Woodside History Committee. The couple has gone to great lengths to assure that only one low hanging branch and one 14” tree will be lost during the relocation.  

They incorporated numerous suggestions made during meetings with the NTHP Western Regional Office in to their proposal, and continue working closely with the Trust and with litigant UOH who supports the proposal.

Mr. Gore, rather than resorting to more time in court, we believe your discussing conservation with Mr. Jobs could lead to a more civic and creative result than demolition.

The NTHP declared “Historic preservation must play a central role in efforts to make the built environment more sustainable.”

We believe you could make a persuasive argument for pursuing a worthy and achievable alternative. 

Respectfully,

Clotilde Luce, for Uphold Our Heritage and supporters in California, Connecticut, Florida, Virginia, Washington, France, Mexico, Portugal, Switzerland

Patricia Gebhard, Santa Barbara, California, author of monograph on the architect, donor of Smith archives to UCSB.

Kathryn Masson, author specializing in historic architecture in America 

John and Mary Felstiner, Professors of English and History, Stanford University, and 1966-70 residents of the Jackling House

Frank Emile Sanchis III, former VP for Historic Sites, National Trust for Historic Preservation

Michel Schulman, for l’Association des Journalistes du Patrimoine, Paris, France  (pan-European association of journalists writing about heritage )

Timothy J. LeCain, Phd, Assistant Professor, Montana State, author of 2010 prize-winning environmental history "Mass Destruction" (Rutgers, 2009)

* Copper mining pioneer Daniel C. Jackling has been identified by historian Timothy LeCain, Phd, as “the man who wired America,” and whose contribution to modern industry allowed us to recharge smart phones and plug in computers. (LeCain,“Mass Destruction”, Rutgers University Press, 2009.) The architect of Jackling’s mansion, George Washington Smith, designed the Casa del Herrero in Santa Barbara, a National Historic Landmark, and is the subject of numerous monographs. “The Jackling House was one of Smith’s most important commissions,” writes author and architectural historian Kathryn Masson.

